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By ROY PARKER JR.
News and Observer Bureau

WASHINGTON — The Na-
tional Parks Service expects
to move slowly but steadily
toward opening up North
Carolina’s newest national sea-
shore to a flood of summer
visitors.

The service expects that a
million visitors a year will be
heading for Cape Lookout Na-

tional Seashore Recreation

Area within five years.

To handle the flood, the
service has a $3.2 million de-
velopment - program - which
emphasizes the simple pleas-

retention of the wild, lonely
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character of the long beach-

es.

The plan envisions a sprink-
ling of small boat marinas,
campgrounds, beach access
areas, and fishing camps on
Shackleford Banks and Core
Banks, and preservaton of
Portsmouth Island and its
ghost village as a major his-
torical attraction.

At the same time, the serv-
ice plan expects private en-
terprise to provide the major
accommodations and services
for the flood of annual visi-
tors,

For the time being, how-
ever, the development pro-

. gram will cente i
ures of sand, sea, and surfond . o} r on a single

objective—quick acquisition nf
remaining privately-held acre-
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ages within the seashore boun-
daries. .

A superintendent will set
up an office in Beaufort to be-
gin studying the land problem.
Funds for acquisition will be
available later this year.

The service estimates it
will cost $161,000 to acquire
Shackleford Banks. The state
is seeking additional funds to
acquire remaining privately-
held land on Core Banks and
Portsmouth.

. High priority also has been
given to the~search_for an
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Cape Lookout Park

service will emphasize ‘‘ne-
‘gotiation . . . mot condemna-
tion” in its land acquisition
program.

Top priority in the $2.9 mil-
lion construction program of
the service centers on facili-
ties for Shackleford Banks
and the Cape Lookout point
area. :

For Shackleford, the serv-
ice plans four major visitor-
use areas—two campgrounds
on the western end of the is-
land, a picnic area in the

approximately 40-acre site*in- - central part, and the largest

the'vicinity of Beaufort for the

_seashore’s headquarters,

. Clark Stratton, assistant di-
rector of the National Park:
Service, said last week. . the
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Roads will connect the
Shackleford areas. Otherwise
the service proposes no ve-
hicular traffic on the islands,
except by carefully-controlled
‘“‘beach bu‘ggy” concession-
aires.

On Cape Lookout itself, the
service plans interpretative
facilities, campground, picnic
area, and guarded areas for
swimming and surf fishing. At
Lighthouse Bay three miles
north of the point, plans call
for a marina, campground,
and small store for fishing and
_camping supplies.

.~An_area of 250 acres, now
-in_private hands, is excluded
rom the park in the light-

stricted by
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